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that yon would not have pleased me by placing
him in any situation in which his appointment
cook! be Injurious to the public service. My
opinion, or rather knowledge and experience, of
his discretion, judgment, temper,, and integrity.,
are such, that if yon had not placed him in
Seringapatam, 1 would have clone so of my own
authority, because I think him in every point of
view the most proper for that service,

MORNINGTON."

No man, who knows what was the nature of
the service to be performed by the permanent
commandant of Seringapatam at that moment,
will wonder that the Governor-General should
have declared thus distinctly to General Harris,
tf* If you had not placed Colonel Wellesley in
command, / would." But General Harris had
been deeply sensible of the weighty responsibility
which attached to him on the death of Tippoo,
when the destinies of an empire hung in the
balance, and when he was the sole guardian of
the high interests involved in this momentous
charge, until Lord Moraington should decide
upon the future policy to be pursued.

With a full sense of the imperative necessity
of selecting, as a commandant for Seringapatam,
one in whose talents, integrity, and discretion,
unbounded confidence could be placed^ he ap-
pointed Colonel Wellesley, and was proud of his
choice to the last hour of his life.